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MEMBER PROFILE: SAM SELEKMAN
by Phyllis Maris

A hearty welcome to new Kol 
HaLev member, Samuel Selek-
man. Sam describes himself as a 
Renaissance man, having multiple 
interests; and his career in social 
work as “my passion.” Among his 
pursuits are: social science, history 
(especially WW II), philosophy, 
art, archaeology, anthropology, music (he plays clari-
net), golf and regular exercise.

Sam’s career as a social worker is, he says, 75% of his 

MEMBER PROFILE:
LES & ELANA HUNTER
by Ellen Harris

Distinguished playwright and 
Kol Halev member Les Hunter 
has garnered yet another honor. 
In addition to his cherished role 
as a new father, he is a recipient 
of Cleveland Public Theater’s 
2019/2020 Premiere Fellowship. 

The prestigious award celebrates and supports artists 
committed to new play development. An assistant pro-
fessor of English at Baldwin-Wallace University where 

SHOFAR, SO GOOD

The High Holy Days are almost 
upon us, late this year, so the dead-
line to register is September 20 to 
register. We hope you’ve received a 
High Holy Days packet by mail, but 
if not, it’s available online at http://
kolhalev.net/members-high-holy-

days (including a writable 
registration 
form), and 
here in this 
newsletter. 
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This newsletter ends an unplanned 
hiatus in the publica-
tion of the newslet-
ter. It is true that 
I’ve been sick (and 
thanks to all who 
have asked after 

me). But in large part the newsletter 

was pushed to a back burner so that 
the leadership team -- Rabbi Steve, 
my co-president Halle Barnett, trea-
surer David Conn, the rest of the 
board (see list on page 2) and I  -- 
could give attention to implementing 
our new governance model, hiring a 
new office administrator and, most 

demanding of all, the dual issues 
of our community’s safety, and our 
community’s diverse and divergent 
feelings about particular security op-
tions.  

In case you aren’t aware, there is 
significant diversity of opinions and 

THE NEWSLETTER’S BACK (& WHAT I’VE BEEN DOING INSTEAD)  
by Lila Hanft, Co-President and Newsletter Editor

continued on page 7continued on page 11

continued on page 11

http://kolhalev.net/members-high-holy-days
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Mailing Address & Offices:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RABBI: 
Rabbi Steve Segar
rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

EDUCATION DIRECTOR: 
Robyn Novick
robyn@kolhalev.net

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Pending
office@kolhalev.net

Services & Programs are held at:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Co-Presidents: Halle Barnett  & Lila Hanft
President elect:  David Conn
Secretary: Open 
Treasurer: David Conn 
VP of  Programming: Adina Davidson
VP of Information: Bruce Fallick
C0-VPs of Community:  Celia Jennings & Martha  Schubert
Rabbi: Rabbi Steve Segar, Ex Officio
Education Director: Robyn Novick, Ex Officio
Founding Rabbi: Rabbi Jeffrey Schein, Ex Officio

DIRECTORY

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMITTEES, SUBCOMMITTEES and SENIOR VOLUNTEER STAFF

 STAFF

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Religious Practices Committee Chair: Connie 
Friedman
Torah Study Coordinator: Jane Kaufman
Leyning Coordinator: Nancy Rubel
Lay Service Leader Coordinator: Arthur Lieberman
Service Co-Leader Coordinator: Barbara Epstein
Mindful Jewish Meditation Coordinators:
Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
Rosh Hodesh Meditation Leader: Kirby Date
Holidays Committee Chair: Open

COMMUNITY LIFE
Membership Committee Chair: Maureen Dinner
Women’s Group Chair:  Happy Wallach
Kiddush Coordinators:  Audrey Warner & open
Hesed Committee Chairs:  
Molly Berger & Erica Steinweg
High Holy Days Coordinators: 
Liz Conn & Marcia Goldberg
Book Group Coordinator: Kevin Weidenbaum
Singing Group Coordinator: Kirby Date
Cemetery Coordinator: Mike Armin

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC) Core Team: 
Allen Binstock, Mimi Plevin-Foust, & Rabbi Steve

LIFELONG LEARNING
Youth & Family Education Committee Chair: Open
Adult Education Committee Chair: Alan Federman
Shabbat Schmooze Coordinator: Alan Federman
Hack Scholar-in-Residence Chair: Alan Federman
Young Family/Tot Shabbat Leader(s): Open
Child Care Coordinator: Robyn Novick, interim

COMMUNICATIONS
Newsletter Editor:  Lila Hanft
Weekly Update Editor: Robin Holzman
Calendar Manager: Art Biagianti
Website Coordinators: Brian Miller, Lila Hanft, 
Benjamin Barnett & Halle Barnett
Proofreader: David Roberts

OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT
Tech Support: Brian Miller
Finance Committee: Board of Trustees & members
Fundraising Committee Chair: Open
Leadership Development Committee Chair: Pending
Nominating Committee Chair: Open
Rabbi Liaison:  Open
Rabbi Review Committee Chair: Deena Epstein
Safety Corps Coordinator: Open 
Community Support Volunteer: Maxine Collin

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:office%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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ELUL STUDY SESSIONS SUNDAY SEPT. 1 AND 8
Jewish tradition has understood for many centuries that the High Holy Days 
can be made more meaningful if we dedicate time during the month of 
Elul to prepare for this time of potential renewal and personal growth.

Most of us are familiar with the practice of self-reflection in High Holy 
Days preparation which is called  Heshbhon HaNefesh  -- accounting of 
the soul. Fewer of us may be aware of the external and ritual dimensions of 
Elul preparation which support the work that we do internally. The two most 
important practices are the daily blowing of the shofar and the daily reading 
of Psalm 27.

This year, for our Elul study series, we are going to spend one session explor-
ing each of these ritual traditions, using experiental learning as well as 
primary and secondary texts.  I look forward to gathering for what I hope 
will be a meaningful addition to our preparation for the new year.  

ATTENDING BOTH THE AIPAC & JSTREET CONFERENCES
For a long time, it has seemed like we at Kol HaLev were outliers within the local Jewish context, in terms  
of our commitment to fostering engagement on Israel from a variety of perspectives, but of late, I have been 
moved to see how other institutions within Jewish Cleveland have also begun to move in this direction. 

Most recently, this has even been happening in the context of the Jewish Federation Community Relations 
Council. A sub-committee that had, in the past, been referred to as the “Israel Advocacy sub-committee” is 
now known as the “Israel Dialogue sub-committee,” and there is a real commitment to bringing people with 
a range of viewpoints together to better understand one another and to get beyond demonizing and dismissal 
which we know is all too common on all sides of the political spectrum. 

Inspired by this movement, I am writing to let you all know 
that I am going to place a major emphasis on this theme in 
the coming year. Anyone involved at all with Israel knows 
that there are two major conferences that take place each 
year; one put on by AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee) and JStreet. These two organizations represent 
two different orientations towards the relative emphasis on 
a two state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the 
relative willingness to advocate for US government involve-
ment to bring about that result. 

For JStreet, the two state solution is at the center of their 
vision for a safe and peaceful future for the Jewish state, 

rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

It is my intention to attend 
both the AIPAC and JStreet 
conferences this year in order 
to practice at a deeper level 
being able to listen to 
perspectives from many sides. 
And I would like to invite 
members of Kol HaLev to 
attend one or both with me. 

Session 1:  The Daily Reading of Psalm 27
When: Sunday, September 1 at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Sue and Art Biagianti’s home in Lyndhurst

Session 2: The Daily Blowing of the Shofar 
When: Sunday, September 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Leah Kamionkowski’s home, in Beachwood

continued on page 4



September 2019 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 4

Shana Tova! Happy New Year! We have quite a year in Youth and Family Education ahead of us! We will be 
kicking off the year with a special family program on Sunday, September 8 from 1-3 with special guests, The 
Shofar Factory! Families are invited to come make their own shofarot (everyone in the family can make their own 
regardless of age) which we will use during the community Rosh Hashanah service. It will be a blast.

We have other holiday inspired fun planned.  First, please join us for our Intergenerational Apple Picking on 
Sunday, September 22 at 1:00 p.m. at Eddy’s Fruit Farm (12079 Caves Road, Chesterland. See flyer on page 
22). We will talk about why we eat apples and honey this time of year and then pick our own. How fun to start 
the year in nature with your Kol HaLev friends. On the actual holiday, there will be Rosh Hashanah children’s 
programming and a children’s service starting at 10:30 on Monday, September 30. We are lucky to have so many 
amazing Kol HaLev members leading our festivities. Yom Kippur will have a similar format, beginning at 10:30 
on Wednesday, October 9. In recognition of everyone’s time commitments, there will NOT be a Hagiga session on 
Saturday, October 5. 

Sukkot fun begins on Sunday, October 13 at 10 a.m. with building and decorating our community sukkah. We 
need at least 10 volunteers to help put the sukkah together, which will be led by our incredible Sukkah Building 
co-chairs, Jack Brodsky and David (Ziggy) Williams. We will be working by the back parking lot as we construct 
next to the gym. Please let me know if you can help. If there are artistically inclined individuals who would like to 
help with decorations, please come by.

This year we have a very special Sukkot celebration in store! We will have a huge Intergenerational Shabbat and 
Sukkot potluck and celebration with Yiddishe Cup on Friday, October 18 at 6:00 pm at The Ratner School! Come 
nosh, kibbitz, laugh, sing and DANCE in the sukkah. Please see flyer for potluck assignments (on page 23).
Everyone is encouraged to attend. (Again, because there are so many other activities planned, we will  NOT have 
a Hagiga session on Saturday, October 19.)

We have many more fun and exciting plans for this year, which I look forward to sharing at the kickoff program. 
Looking forward to seeing you there! 

It will be a very busy beginning of 5780, but a fantastic start to our year!

Kol tuv,
Robyn

robyn novickHAGIGA HAPPENINGS

whereas for AIPAC, the center of their vision is to cultivate support among American politicians for the Israeli gov-
ernment  

 It is my intention to attend both of these conferences this year in order to practice at a deeper level being able to 
listen to perspectives from many sides. And, I would like to invite members of Kol HaLev who already are engaged 
with Israeli issues, or those who feel drawn to learn more, to attend one or both with me. 

Both conferences are held in Washington D.C. The JStreet conference take place first at the end of the October and 
the AIPAC conference happens at the end of March.  I hope that anyone who is already planning on going to either 
conference, or anyone who is thinking about it, will please be in touch with me to coordinate our plans. I think 
those of us who attend will have a lot of useful information and perspectives to share with others in our community.

Rabbinic Corner, continued from page 3

HAGIGA KICKS OF WITH SHOFAR FACTORY ON SUN., SEPT. 8! 
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HELLO FROM NEW HESED CO-CHAIRS MOLLY BERGER AND ERICA STEINWEG

Beginning in July, Molly Berger and Erica Steinweg took over as co-chairs of the Hesed Committee from Robin 
Holzman and Martha Schubert, both of whom have been doing this important work for Kol Halev for over five 
years. During this time, Robin and Martha have worked tirelessly to make sure members who are experiencing 
difficulties have their needs met. These activities range from providing meals, child care, rides, phone calls, visits, 
sending cards, shopping, and with Shiva Coordinator, David Shutkin, providing for shiva meals and observances. 
Robin’s and Martha’s organizational skills ensured that the Hesed committee ran as smoothly as possible. Most 
significantly, they approached this important work with compassion and sensitivity. We hope you will join us in 
thanking Robin and Martha for all they have done over these past years. We are so grateful for their commitment 
and generosity.

We send wishes for a refuah shleyma, a complete and speedy healing to Anita Cohn, Ralph Gwatkin, Lila 
Hanft, Ron Kohn, and Pauline Raymond. Please let us know if you or another Kol HaLev member you 
know would like to be included on this list.

Many thanks to members who served as Monthly Coordinators: Adina Davidson (May) Anna Kelman, (June), 
Robin Holzman (July).and Martha Schubert (August). During these months, members provided meals, made 
check-in phone calls, provided a shiva meal, and sent cards.

Recently, Ernie Logsden offered this heartfelt thank you in response to the support he received from the 
Shiva and Hesed committees after his father’s death: “I really appreciated all the support when I found out 
my dad died. It helped me a lot. The cards, food and texts. It meant so much to me. This Hesed thing really 
works. Out of all the things the synagogue does, this may be the most important. Thank you very much.”

As you can see from Ernie’s much appreciated words of gratitude, our Hesed and Shiva committees do an 
incredible job of supporting members in times of need. If you are interested in contributing to the Hesed 
Committee’s work, please contact us either by email or phone, and we will be happy to add you to our 
email list.  We are in particular need of people willing to be monthly coordinators. As always, thank you to 
everyone for all you do for the Kol Halev community.   

With best regards,  Molly Berger

If you wish to participate in the Hesed committee’s work, or if you know of anyone who may need 
Hesed support, please contact Rabbi Steve, Molly Berger at mollyberger@sbcglobal.net, or Erica Steinweg at 
ericales77@gmail.com. 

HESED

SAVE THE DATES FOR COMMUNITY DIALOGUES ON SECURITY 

Wed. Sept. 4  7:00-8:30 p.m.
at the Main branch of the Cleveland Heights 

Library on Lee Rd. 

Tue. Sept. 17  7:00-8:30 p.m.
at the South Euclid-Lyndhurst Library on 

Green Rd. 

mailto:mollyberger@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ericales77@gmail.com
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:

• Ralph Gwatkin in memory of his father
• Judy Harris and Alan Lipson in honor of Ralph Gwatkin’s milestone birthday
• Maureen Dinner in memory of her husband, Dudley
• Mario and Roberta Tonti in memory of Diana Tonti
• Anna Kelman in appreciation to the community for help with her move
• Jean and Louis Bloomfield in honor of Dick Jones’ 85th birthday
• Deena and Dick Epstein in honor of Ralph Gwatkin’s birthday
• Anonymous (2)
• Deena and Dick Epstein in memory of Deena’s mother, Janet Mirow
• Mario and Roberta Tonti in memory of Roberta’s mother, Roberta Dangler
• Dorinda Gershman in memory of her parents
• Larry Solomon in appreciation of the Kol HaLev community
• Abe Chasin in memory of his mother Leah Chasin
• Renee Siegel in memory of her husband, Martin Siegel
• Bruce and Catherine Fallick in memory of Bruce’s Father, Alan Fallick
• Ron Kohn in memory of Minnette Kohn 
• Arthur Lieberman in honor the birth of Carmen Luisa Pas-Jensen
• Margy Weinberg in memory of her mother, Jean Salet Gordon

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, 
or just because. You can donate by check or online; follow the directions at http://kolhalev.net/giving_opportuni-
ties.  NOTE: Please let us know if your donation is in commemoration of a yahrzeit, in memory or in honor of a 
particular person, and if that person is a relative, please indicate their relationship to you. 

CONTRIBUTIONS

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

•	 Walter Chabot, father of Audrey Warner
•	 Howard Bass, brother of Toby Trevis
•	 Lily Bunschwig Marks, mother of Phyllis Maris
•	 Jay Reece, grandfather of Deborah Picker
•	 Pauline Reece, grandmother of Deborah Picker
•	 Ralph L. Gwatkin, father of Ralph Gwatkin
•	 Emanual Hecht, father of Nancy Hecht
•	 John Date, father of Kirby Date
•	 Lewis Weidenbaum, father of Kevin Weidenbaum
•	 Charles William Baum, grandfather of Heidi Gorovita Robertson
•	 Miriam Esther Moldveen Geronimus, grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
•	 Joseph Mirow, father of Deena Epstein
•	 Bernard Stern, father of Karal Stern

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of 
the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to office@kolhalev.net. 

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
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The September meeting is Thursday, September 26, at the home of Anne 
Adamson. We will discuss This Narrow Space: A Pediatric Oncologist, His 
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian Patients, and a Hospital in Jerusalem by 
Elisha Waldman. (256 pages, a Kindle version is available). 

An introduction: A memoir both bittersweet and inspiring by an American 
pediatric oncologist who spent seven years in Jerusalem treating children—
Israeli Jews, Muslims, and Christians, and Palestinian Arabs from the West 
Bank and Gaza—who had all been diagnosed with cancer. 
  
In 2007, Elisha Waldman, a New York–based doctor in his mid-thirties, 
was offered his dream job: attending physician at Jerusalem’s Hadassah 
Medical Center. He had gone to medical school in Israel and spent time 
there as a teenager; now he was going to give something back to the land he 
loved. But in the wake of a financial crisis at the hospital, Waldman, with considerable regret, left Hadassah in 
2014 and returned to the United States. This Narrow Space is his poignant memoir of seven years that were filled 
with a deep sense of accomplishment but also with frustration when regional politics got in the way of his patients’ 
care, and with tension over the fine line he had to walk when the religious traditions of some of his patients’ 
families made it difficult for him to give those children the care he felt they deserved. Navigating the baffling 
Israeli bureaucracy, the ever-present threat of full-scale war, and the cultural clashes that sometimes spilled into 
his clinic, Waldman learned to be content with small victories: a young patient whose disease went into remission, 
broken-hearted parents whose final hours with their child were made meaningful and comforting. 
  
Waldman also struggled with his own questions of identity and belief, and with the intractable conflict between 
Israelis and Palestinians that had become a fact of his daily life. What he learned about himself, about the complex 
country that he was now a part of, and about the brave and endearing children he cared for—whether they were 
from Rehavia, Me’ah She’arim, Ramallah, or Gaza City—will move and challenge readers everywhere.

The book for October is Enemies, A Love Story by Isaac Bashevis Singer. 

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group, including 
a calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin 
(KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

 hug hasefer: book discussion group

identity. Many of his friends are social workers and many of his interests have a social science cast. With a wide 
variety of past and present training, he has found Narrative Therapy to be a positive and primary way to help his 
clients. Among his work experiences, he was at Beechbrook two different times, for a total of 36 years; and for his 
second round of 15 years there, he did extensive training of workers. Now, in his 90’s, Sam is currently working 
six days a week in a pediatric practice located in Beachwood. 

 His decision to join Kol HaLev came about via his becoming acquainted with Karal Stern when they both en-
rolled in a three year course in hypnotherapy in 2015. Sam had just lost his wife of 67 years, Carolyn, and im-
mersion in the intensive program provided a caring and stimulating experience.. As that was coming to an end, he 
sought some sort of follow up that might provide similar community, and Karal suggested that he visit Kol HaLev, 

Sam Selekman, continued from page 1

continued from page 8
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CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION GROUP PICKS FIVE ACTION INITIATIVES
by Allen Binstock, GCC Core Team

The Climate Change Action Group formed by the Kol HaLev GCC (Greater Cleveland Congregations) Core Team 
has taken a bold step forward by identifying action initiatives that it plans to undertake. Leaders for each initiative 
have stepped forward and as soon as they have had a chance to meet with interested members of the Climate 
Change Group, all Kol HaLev members will be invited to participate in any or all of these actions.

The most recent meeting of the Climate Change Group took place at the home of Peter Imrey on June 17, 2019. 
At this meeting, those in attendance voted on which of the proposed climate change initiatives held the greatest 
interest for them. Five action initiatives were selected by the group. These will be described for the entire 
community in future communications. 

In the meantime, I can report that one of those initiatives involves a tree planting project proposed by  Kol HaLev 
member Margy Weinberg. The goal of this initiative is to create a tree culture in the  Kol HaLev Community 
through a multifaceted program of planting trees, donating them, learning about trees and teaching about the 
carbon reduction value that such a program would foster. I will provide more information about this program in 
future Newsletter articles. The other initiatives in the process of being developed include: a program to support 
and foster public transportation (RTA); a project to work with local merchants to reduce the use of non-recyclable 
plastics; an initiative to encourage green investing of personal and community money resources; and, a project to 
foster and strengthen bee populations in our area. Stay tuned for more details.

There have been several exciting developments regarding the larger GCC organization. First, much progress has 
been made toward getting the County to fund mental health centers in the City of Cleveland.  Kol HaLev’s own 
Donna Weinberger has been at the forefront of this effort. Donna was part of a delegation that recently visited San 
Antonio, Texas to view and study model mental health centers located in that city. While there is no guarantee 
that local efforts to build the centers will prevail, GCC is committed to making them happen. Donna has also been 
at the forefront of GCC’s gun control efforts through the nation-wide Do Not Stand Idly By Program. Recently, 
the mayors of Toledo and Cincinnati signed on to the program signifying their support for providing local law 
enforcement with safe gun technology. Many local mayors have already signed this pledge.

A final note regarding GCC as a whole is the welcome news that it has hired a new full-time lead organizer who 
will be coming to Cleveland in November. Keisha Krumm and her family will be moving here from Milwaukee 
where she has been the lead organizer for GCC’s sister organization there, Common Ground. Keisha has been a 
community organizer with the Industrial Areas Foundation, GCC’s parent organization, for about 17 years. She 
has also served as an organizer for IAF groups in Los Angeles and Seattle. Keisha’s arrival in Cleveland signifies 
that exciting days are ahead for our GCC organization.

Sam indicates that he is not particularly interested in prayer, but finds Jewish spirituality to be of great interest. He 
is intrigued by how Jewish thinking and spirituality have helped shape Jewish peoples’ choices of and contribu-
tions to the helping professions. 

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, Sam remembers becoming sensitized to issues of grief and loss with the divorce 
of his parents when he was 4-5. He attended college and graduate school and married his wife in Pittsburgh. 
Carolyn was the daughter of his mother’s best friend whom he had known since his age 8, but their connection 
as adults came about through a chance meeting on a trolley ride! The couple settled here and had their son, Mat-
thew. Mathew, a social worker and author of several well-known books in the field, is married to Asa, also a social 
worker; and they have a daughter Hannah who is in her first year of the graduate school of social work at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Sam has enjoyed sharing social work training and travels with his family, thus perpetuating a 
well-lived passion within the family.

Sam Selekman, continued from page 7
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LOOKING AHEAD TO SHABBAT AND HAVDALLAH DINNERS
by Happy Wallach

The Kol HaLev Membership Committee is looking forward to a year fostering the experience of community 
participation by providing opportunities when members can get to know one another. 

We will be matching families as hosts and guests for the potluck break-the-fast meal at the close of Yom Kippur on 
October 9 (sign up on your High Holy Days registration form). Then we will join others in welcoming friends to 
the Intergenerational Sukkah Party on Oct. 18. 

After a very busy holiday season during September and October, a series of community Shabbat and Havdallah 
dinners in members’ homes will begin in November. A special brunch will welcome new Kol HaLev members, in 
addition to an invitation to attend an introductory Recon 101 course. 

All Kol HaLev women have the opportunity to connect at our festive potluck brunches and Shabbat dinners which 
occur more or less monthly. More information about exact calendar dates for these events will follow soon. We 
look forward to being together!

If you’re interested in serving on Kol HaLev’s membership committee, please contact committee chair Maureen 
Dinner at maureendinner@gmail.com. 

PHOTO GALLERY

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS

On May 26, Kol HaLev members gathered at the home 
Maureen Dinner for a challah baking/braiding lesson. 
Their instructor, Kol HaLev member Linda Sylte, 
brought colorful playdough to demonstrate how to roll 
challah dough into 
six strands and braid 
them according to 
her diagram. Once 
finished, they baked 
their bread until it 
was golden brown.

mailto:maureendinner%40gmail.com?subject=
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LEARN TO LEYN (CHANT TORAH) IN AN ONLINE COURSE

Have you ever thought about learning to chant from the Torah (leyn), or to reclaim those old skills you learned for 
your Bar/Bat Mitzvah?  THIS NEW online course through the Kamionkowski Beit Midrash sounds amazing! And, 
thanks to a generous donation, we can offer it to to three more of our members for free! (Donation will be used on a 
first come, first served bases. After that, the cost of this course is $180.) 

We are proud to have a growing group of leyners at Kol Halev, and we welcome and encourage more members to 
connect to the Torah in this way, and to provide this service for our community. In addition to this course, some of 
our current leyners will be happy to support anyone taking this course through one on one practice sessions.

If you are interested or have questions, please contact Connie at conniesfriedman@gmail.com, 

PHOTO GALLERY:  JUNE 2 ANNUAL MEETING AND COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://kamionkowski-bet-midrash.com/learn-to-leyn/?fbclid=IwAR1UZxP7W8F10QTEUPTRraOgGQ-ajrMuzl6RvKPBldyYI3v2e6EzZ5hX7t8
mailto:conniesfriedman@gmail.com
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he teaches playwriting and theater history, Les was previously the curator of new plays at 
LaGuardia Performing Arts Center in New York City, literary director at Theater 167 in and 
co-founder of the Brooklyn Playwrights Collective. His theater reviews and articles have 
been widely published; his playwriting has culminated in 35 productions. Among his accom-
plishments, he penned To the Orchard, a finalist in the 2016 International Jewish Play Proj-
ect, and participates in the Mellon School of Theater and Performance Research at Harvard 
University.

Elana Auverbach Hunter, who has co-written several plays with her husband, is also settling 
into her new role. Referring to their three-month old son Asher, she admits, “The transition 
to new parenthood has been huge. But It’s amazing to see Les as a father and to see the baby 
change and grow by the day.”  A mental health provider, Elana will be returning to her posi-
tion as clinical director of Cleveland Health and Wellness Center in Rocky River.  The Uni-
versity Heights native hopes to start a havurah for West Side families with small children.

The couple met at a party at the Cleveland art museum and say it was “instant chemistry.” 
They both love living in Lakewood. Les, 42, says it reminds him of his walkable neighborhoods in NYC. Elan, 
33, walks to the lake almost every day, now accompanied by Asher and their miniature Australian Shepherd Mia. 
“We’ve got a short commute, coffee places, shops and restaurants close by everywhere you look,” the Hunters 
agree. “The East side (of Cleveland) is more of a car culture.”

The Hunters recently joined Kol Halev because of their deep interest in Reconstructionism and the congregation’s 
commitment to social justice.

The Hunters, continued from page 1

some very strong and urgent feelings about potential security measures within our community. 
 It is of crucial importance that you attend one of two upcoming community dialogues on security on Sept. 
4 and 17 -- we need above all to listen to one another and acknowledge the strength and validity of one another’s 
feelings so that when the board does makes decisions -- whatever those decisions are --  we remain strong and con-
nected as a community, even if those decisions don’t align with our own opinions. 

In the meantime, you should be aware that hardly a day goes by in which we are NOT working on the security issue. 
We receive  briefings on security incidents that don’t make it into the paper; we’re in conversations with the Jew-
ish Federation of Cleveland’s security staff and with staff at Reconstructing Judaism and at other Reconstructionist 
shuls. I’ve spend hours digging up research and data from the FBI crime base, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, studies by criminal justice and law school faculty, and other sources; and then we’ve all spend hours reading 
extensively to learn about the best security practices for public spaces, schools, and especially, places of worship. 

You should also keep in mind that while those of us who serve in leadership positions (staff, co-presidents, board 
members) naturally have own feelings about security, feelings based on our knowledge, experiences, temperaments, 
and values, we have committed to looking beyond ourselves to the question of what is best for our community as 
whole. 

Here’s what I mean by “what’s best for our community as a whole.” If you were present for the community discus-
sion on June 2, you may recall that as the meeting wore on and some members spoke of their fear that this issue 
could irreparably divide our community, that more members volunteered that they were willing to be flexible. When 
we talk about what is best for our community as a whole, we are certainly talking about physical safety. But we 
are also talking about emotional safety, and how to remain an inclusive community in which every member feels 
welcome and valued. Whatever steps we take, unless we preserve the positive and supportive quality of our relation-
ships to one another, true safety isn’t really possible. 

From Our Co-President, continued from page 1
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SIGN UP FOR KIDDUSH HOSTING / JOIN THE KIDDUSH CORPS

A Kol HaLev kiddush is more than the prayers over wine and challah at the end of service; Kiddush is also a 
freestanding event, a unique moment in the life of our community when members with diverse interests — service 
goers, non-service goers, members picking up children from Hagiga or coming in join an afternoon Mindful Jewish 
Practice or Adult Ed session or just in the mood to be social — come together to eat, talk, catch up with friends, 
and meet new members. 

Hosting kiddush is an annual requirement of membership, but it’s also a foundational member experience, giving 
each of us a chance to:

• Feel the love -- everyone appreciates kiddush and will thank the hosts. Many pitch in with clean-up!
• Collaborate by co-hosting with a friend (or with a member you don’t (yet) know!)
• Celebrate a birthday or other simcha with the Kol Halev community on or near a special date
• Make your signature dish – or go with always-welcome bagels and a schmear, cut-up fruit or veggies & dip.

Instructions: 
Visit the sign-up (http://bit.ly/kidsignup) and pick a date by December 31, 2019.
After December 31, you’ll be assigned a date and notified.

Once you’ve signed up for a date, it’s yours. You’re responsible for finding a replacement host should you find 
you’re unable to host that day. Use the sign-up genius to identify people who might be willing to swap with you.

Direct your questions to Kiddush Co-Coordinator:
AudreyWarner (audreyawarner@gmail.com) or email office@kolhalev.net. 

Available dates (as of publication). Dates needing two hosts are indicated by (2)
September 2019
• Sep. 21 Shabbat Service (2)
• Sep. 21 S'lichot
• Sep. 28 Shabbat Service

October 2019
• Oct. 5 Shabbat Service
• Oct. 12 Shabbat Service
• Oct. 19 Shabbat Service 
• Oct. 21 Shemini Atzeret

November 2019
• Nov. 22 Kabbalat Shabbat
• Nov. 23 Shabbat Service 

December 2019
• Dec. 21 Shabbat Service (1 of 2 

available)
• Dec. 28 Shabbat Service

January 2020
• Jan. 4 Shabbat Service (2)
• Jan. 11 Shabbat Service
• Jan. 25 Shabbat Service

February 2020
• Feb. 8 Shabbat Service
• Feb. 15 Shabbat Service (2)
• Feb. 22 Shabbat Service
• Feb. 28 Kabbalat Shabbat

March 2020
• Mar. 7 Shabbat Service (2)
• Mar. 14 Shabbat Service 
• Mar. 27 Kabbalat Shabbat
• Mar. 28 Shabbat Service

April 2020
• Apr. 9 Pesach 1
• Apr. 11 Shabbat Service
• Apr. 15 Pesach 7
• Apr. 25 Shabbat Service

May 2020
• May 2 Shabbat Service (1 of 2)
• May 9 Shabbat Service
• May. 16 Shabbat Service (2)
• May 22 Kabbalat Shabbat in a 

member's home

June 2020
• Jun 13 Shabbat Service
• Jun 20 Shabbat Service
• Jun 26 Kabbalat Shabbat in 

member's home
• Jun 27 Shabbat Service

JOIN KIDDUSH CORPS

Willing to get an email when 
we need help with a rapidly 
approaching Kiddush?

Say a Kiddush was inadvertently 
omitted from the sign-up sheet,  or 
a host gets sick at the last minute. 
You’d get a group email asking if 
anyone is free to pitch in, maybe by 
picking up challah or helping with 
clean-up. If you’re not available you 
can ignore the request.  

To join, send us an to newsletter@
kolhalev.net.

http://bit.ly/kidsignup
http://bit.ly/kidsignup
mailto:audreyawarner%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:office%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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The High Holy Days at Kol HaLev 2019/5780
We look forward to coming together as a community  
for the services and celebrations that make up this 
important season of renewal and self-reflection. 

Kol HaLev’s High Holy Days season begins with 
S’lichot on Sat. Sept.  21, followed by our annual 
Intergenerational Apple Picking on Sun. Sept. 22. (Our 
Hagiga students get a jump on the holidays with the 
Shofar Factory at the Hagiga Kickoff on Sun. Sept. 8.)

Information about those events and all things High 
Holy Days is spelled out in detail in the following 
pages. Some highlights:

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 is the registration deadline!
Services are free for members, but please register so 
we can prepare effectively.

The High Holy Days are the best time of the year to 
volunteer. The tasks are short-term; you can work 
alone or with others; the things you do matter; and

 everyone remembers to say thank you. (See volunteer 
opportunities on page 5.)

Do you have friends who'd like to get to know Kol 
HaLev better? Tell them about our affordable High 
Holy Days Season Membership.  See flyer on page 7. 

It’s always a delight to see so many friends after 
services. So that fewer friends are stuck in the kitchen 
for kiddush,  we ask all members to contribute a plate 
of ready-to-serve finger foods (dessert, fruit, veggies) 
to ONE High Holy Day kiddush (see registration form). 
Thanks. 

Best wishes for L’Shana tova u’Metukah -- a good and 
sweet New Year!

Rabbi Steve             Halle Barnett                   Lila Hanft
Board Co-Presidents

Services 
MEMBERS/MEMBER FAMILIES
Kol HaLev members and member families attend  High Holy Day services at no charge.  Please reg-
ister (Section 1 on the registration form) so that we know how many people are coming and have 
enough service supplements, kiddush supplies, etc. on hand.  

GUESTS UNDER 25 OR WITH COLLEGE ID
All guests under the age of 25 or with a current college ID are welcome free of charge with 
registration (Section 2 on the registration form). 

GUESTS 25 OR OLDER can attend High Holy Day services for $36 per person per service,  with a maximum of 
$120 per household. Guests interested in getting to know Kol HaLev more deeply can join as HIGH HOLY DAYS 
SEASON MEMBERS for two months of full member privileges, including all programming, social events and 
services for adults and children.  Learn more about it on page 7.

FINANCIAL AID
Kol HaLev welcomes all. If your financial circumstances would otherwise prevent you from celebrating the High 
Holy Days with us, please contact David Conn at treasurer@kolhalev.net. All conversations are confidential.

High Holy Day Prayer Books
Kol HaLev uses A Prayerbook for the Days of Awe, the Reconstructionist High Holy Days mahzor (prayerbook).  
We own a few copies — enough to offer guests and High Holy Days Season Members so that they feel welcome  
— but not enough for our entire membership.  Instead, most members bring their own copies with them to 
services. If you don’t own your own copy, this is the right time to buy one. You can order a mahzor at 40% off by 
following the instructions on our website at kolhalev.net/order-high-holy-days-prayerbook. 
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Programming for Children of All Ages

Holiday Meals

ENJOY PROGRAMS WITH PEERS. AGES 5-TEENS
Robyn Novick, our Education Director,  and our mad-
richim (teachers) offer age-appropriate children’s pro-
grams for kids in Kindergarten through Grade 9 or 10 on 
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 from 10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. (when 
they join the adults for the Shofar service) 
and from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. on Yom Kippur. 

ATTEND SERVICES WITH PARENTS
Alternately, children and teens may sit in the audito-
rium with their parents during services.  

Please help keep services welcoming and safe for the 
entire community by ensuring that your children are 
supervised at all times. Children, regardless of age, may 
not roam the building unattended; unattended teens 
may be pressed into work helping set up for or clean 
up from kiddush!

BEFORE & AFTER CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Childcare, staffed by parent volunteers, is available in 
the library before and after children’s programming 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. and from 12:30-1:30 p.m. on Rosh 
Hashanah Day 1 and on Yom Kippur. Parents, please 
don’t forget to sign up for a childcare shift yourselves 
if you use this volunteer-staffed service.

BABYSITTING FOR CHILDREN 1-4 YEARS
Paid babysitting is available for children 1-4 years old 
whose parents would like to attend Rosh Hashanah 
(Day 1 only)  or Yom Kippur morning services. The cost  
is $10/day for 1 child or $18/day for 2 or more.  Sign up on 
the registration form and submit payment, then fill out  
and mail in a babysitting waiver (page 8) with details 
about your child(ren) and how to contact you during 
services. We don’t offer babysitting for infants under 1 
but parents and babies are welcome in the room.

ROSH HASHANAH LUNCHEON
Continue your celebration of the new year at our well-
attended community Rosh Hashanah Luncheon right 
after services. Everyone brings a dish to share (and 
pays a modest fee: $5/person; $10/fam-
ily). Let Luncheon Coordinator Liz Conn 
know what you’re bringing -- either 
on your registration form or by email 
(eliz@estophile.com). 

BREAKING THE FAST MEAL
Kol Halev matches members who’d like to share the 
break-the-fast meal after the Yom Kippur fast.  On the 
registration form, indicate whether you’d like to host 

a break-the-fast potluck gathering at 
your house, or whether you’d like to be a 
guest at another member’s home.  You’re 
also asked whether you prefer to eat ear-
ly or late -- after the Neilah service. 

Tikkun Olam

Stay tuned to your email for High 
Holy Days Tikkun Olam activities!

Useful Contacts 
HIGH HOLY DAYS CO-ORDINATORS:
•Marcia Goldberg—
marcia.goldberg@gmail.com
•Liz Conn (also Rosh Hashanah 
Lunch Coordinator — 
eliz@estophile.com

TREASURER: David Conn
 — treasurer@kolhalev.net

Instructions for Registration and Payment

HIGH HOLY DAYS REGISTRATION & PAYMENT DEADLINE:  SEPTEMBER 20  

TO REGISTER & PAY BY MAIL:  

Fill out the registration form and mail it with a check to: 
Kol HaLev,  2245 Warrensville Ctr. Rd.  Suite 215,  University Hts., OH 44118

TO REGISTER BY EMAIL & PAY ONLINE
1. Go to kolhalev.net/members-high-holy-days. Download the regis-

tration form and save it to your desktop.   

2. Fill it out using Adobe Reader, and save it as a new file with YOUR 
name in the file name.  

3. Attach the file to an email addressed to office@kolhalev.net with 
High Holy Days registration in the subject line. 

4. Then, pay online: Follow the instructions at kolhalev.net/pay_simple.
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Section 1: REGISTRATION FOR MEMBERS/MEMBER FAMILIES
Kol Halev members attend all High Holy Days services, kiddushim, celebrations and social events for free, but 
should register to make sure that we have enough supplies (service handouts, challah, etc.) for everyone.  
Please indicate below your name(s), contact information, and when you plan to attend.
Adults: _______________________________________    ____________________________________________
Email address(s) _______________________________     Phone: ____________________________ (cell home)
Children (with ages) ______________________________  (       )     _________________________________  (      )
Children (with ages) ______________________________  (       )     _________________________________  (      )
How many adults plan to attend: (fill in the number attending next to the service)
Erev Rosh Hashanah__  Rosh Hashanah 1__   Rosh Hashanah Luncheon__  Rosh Hashanah 2__ Kol Nidre__  Yom Kippur__
If there are children in your party, which days will they attend?____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

To register guests, please proceed to section 2.  To register for the Rosh Hashanah luncheon on Sept. 30, please use section 3.  
To register for babysitting on Rosh Hashanah Day 1 or Yom Kippur for children 1-4 years old, please use section 4. 

Section 2: GUEST REGISTRATION
Guests are welcome!   Anyone under the age of 25 or with a current college ID may attend free by registering in 
advance or at the door.  The cost for adults 25 and older is $36 per person per service (maximum $12o/houshold).  

We encourage locals to try our High Holy Days Season Membership ($120 per household) and enjoy  all our 
programming and services (not just those on the High Holy Days) as full members of the Kol HaLev community for 
the Hebrew months of Elul and Tishri (Sept 1 - Oct 30) . It's a great way to get to know us (more info on page 7). 

Adults under 25 for Rosh Hashanah (names/emails) 
_______________________________________________    _______________________________________________
Adults under 25 for Yom Kippur (names/emails) 
_______________________________________________   _______________________________________________
Adults 25+  @ $36 for Rosh Hashanah  Day 1 (names/emails ) 
 ______________________________________________    ________________________________ $: _____________
Adults 25+  @ $36 for Yom Kippur (names/emails ) 
______________________________________________  _________________________________ $: _____________

Service attendance subtotal (max. $120/household)   $: _____________   

Household members joining as HIGH HOLY DAYS SEASON MEMBERS  @$120/household (names/emails)
_______________________________________________    _______________________________________________ 
Children's names and ages 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

HIGH HOLY DAYS SEASON MEMBERSHIPS subtotal  $: _____________

Please carry totals over to checkout section on the other side of this form.

Members of Reconstructionist congregations elsewhere, please email welcome@kolhalev.net to attend  for free.

Kol HaLev welcomes all. If your financial circumstances would otherwise prevent you from celebrating the High Holy 
Days with us, please contact David Conn at treasurer@kolhalev.net. All conversations are confidential.

Kol HaLev High Holy Days Registration 2019 / 5780
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Section 3:  COMMUNAL MEALS 

KIDDUSH CONTRIBUTIONS
We ask all members to contribute a plate of ready-to-serve finger foods (dessert, fruit, veggies) to ONE High Holy 
Day kiddush. Please choose one:  Erev Rosh Hashanah    Rosh Hashanah Day 1   Rosh Hashanah Day 2

ROSH HASHANAH LUNCHEON
The Rosh Hashanah Potluck-Plus Luncheon (so called because we round out the offerings with some catered food) 
is one of our biggest, most festive events.  The cost is $5/person or $10/household and everyone contributes a 
parve/dairy NUT-FREE dish that serves 8-10 people. (Visit our website for dish suggestions!)
Number of people attending the luncheon in my party _____    Fee:    Individual/$5 or  Household/$10

Please carry  Luncheon fee down to the checkout area.
For the potluck, I’m bringing ________________________________________________________
(If you’re not sure, please email Luncheon Coordinator Liz Conn at eliz@estophile.com when you are.)

Please securely label your dish (& utensils) with your name & any special dietary information (such as gluten-free).

BREAK-THE-FAST POTLUCK IN MEMBERS’ HOMES
If you’d like to break your Yom Kippur fast with other Kol HaLev members with a potluck in your home or theirs, 
please indicate whether you’d like to host or be a guest and whether you prefer to eat after Neilah or earlier. 

Your name(s) __________________________________   Host or guest? ___________  Early meal or late? ________

SECTION 4: BABYSITTING FOR CHILDREN AGES 1-4 YEARS
For parents attending services on Rosh Hashanah Day 1 and Yom Kippur mornings, we offer babysitting for children 
ages 1-4 years with pre-registration and pre-payment.  The cost is $10/day for 1 child or $18/day for 2 or more.  Fill out 
the babysitting waiver on page 9 and mail it in with your registration and payment.  
I need babysitting for  1   2+ children aged 1-4 years on  Rosh Hashanah Day 1   Yom Kippur morning

 I have filled out the babysitting waiver (page 9) Please carry total to checkout below.           TOTAL_____

Section 6: CHECKOUT AND REGISTER
HIGH HOLY DAYS SEASON MEMBERSHIP $ Registration Deadline: Friday, Sept. 20

SERVICES: GUESTS 25 AND OLDER $ BY MAIL: Send to Kol HaLev, 2245 Warrensville Ctr. 
Rd. Suite 215, University Hts. OH 44118ROSH HASHANAH LUNCHEON FEE $

BABYSITTING FEES $ BY EMAIL: Scan completed form (or use writable 
form; see instructions on page 2) and email to 
office@kolhalev.net. Pay online at kolhalev.net/
pay_simple

DONATIONS $
BOOK OF BLESSINGS (flyer on page 8) $

TOTAL $

Section 5: HIGH HOLY DAYS DONATIONS
The High Holy Days are a traditional time for members to show appreciation for, honor, or remember loved ones 
and our community. Gifts will be acknowledged in a fall newsletter. Please use extra paper if you are making dona-
tions to multiple funds or in honor or memory of multiple people and make sure names are legible.  

(Optional) Type of donation:   In honor of _____________________      In memory of _____________________

 High Holy Days Flower Fund  $_______      Hesed Fund $_________       The General Fund $_______
 The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund $__________     Other  (Name) ____________________   $__________

 Check here to donate anonymously                                  Please carry total to checkout below         TOTAL_____
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Welcoming & Safety Corps

Volunteer to welcome members and guests and to 
help ensure everything is safe and orderly during High 
Holy Days activities. If you can walk the circle of our 
building and are able to operate a cell phone to call 
911 in case of emergency, you can do this task. Shifts 
are for one hour. Sign up at  http://bit.ly/doorduty

Service Readers
Service readers come up to the bima during a High 
Holy Day service to read an assigned selection in 
English.  You will be told ahead of time what you 
will be reading and approximately when. If you’d 
like to do a reading during the services for Erev 
Rosh Hashanah, Rosh Hashanah Day 1 or 2, Kol Ni-
dre, or Yom Kippur, please contact Barbara Epstein 
at Barbara@epfam.com. Let her know which ser-
vice you're volunteering for.

Stage Crew
Can you help move prayer books, and/or set-
up and take-down the ark and bimah?  Please 
contact Connie at 216-233-8010 or
conniesfriedman@gmail.com. 

Childcare Volunteers
Members help provide childcare for our 5-12-year-
olds before and after children’s programming 
on Rosh Hashanah (Day 1) and Yom Kippur. To 
volunteer for a shift, contact Robyn at Robyn@
kolhalev.net

Rosh Hashanah Luncheon Helpers
Help make our community luncheon festive and 
smooth-running. Volunteer to: 
•	 Set	up	tables	before	the	luncheon
•	 Clean	up	after	the	luncheon.	

To volunteer for a Luncheon task, contact Liz 
Conn at Eliz@estophile.com.

Name Tag Tables and Greeters

These are the first faces people see when they arrive.
		•	Greeters	open	the	doors	for	and	welcome	

members and guests. Volunteers should be able 
to stand for an hour or more, open doors and be 
welcoming and attentive to all.

			•	Name	tag	team	volunteers	are	needed	
throughout the holidays and especially  during 
times of heavy traffic. They help members, and 
High Holy Days Season Members find their name 
tags and keep the tag boxes organized. 

  You can volunteer for more than one role if you 
choose different time slots. Sign up at: bit.ly/
HHD2019Greeters

The High Holy Days are a particularly energizing and meaningful time to work together, which is why it's many 
members' favorite time to volunteer. The volunteer opportunities listed here are loosely organized from the 
most  to least social; may we all be blessed in the New Year with duties which precisely suit our temperaments 
on the day we're called to serve!

Shofar Blowers

When we hear the sound of the shofar (ram's horn) 
on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we know the new 
year has truly begun. Join our small group of shofar 
blowers; Rabbi Steve will offer a brief training session 
prior to the holiday. Please contact Connie at 216-233-
8010 or conniesfriedman@gmail.com. 
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HIGH HOLY DAYS 2019/5780 AT-A-GLANCE
Sun. Sept. 1 & 8 7:30 p.m. Elul Study sessions Explore two traditional rituals (one each ses-

sion) that help us prepare for the new year

FRI., SEPT. 20 DEADLINE FOR HIGH HOLY DAYS REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT

Sat., Sept. 21 8:00 p.m. S’lichot service Ratner School. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

Sun., Sept. 22 2:00 p.m. Intergenerational Apple Picking Eddy’s Fruit Farm
Sun., Sept. 29 8:00 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah Ratner School. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 30

9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, Day 1 Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming
Age-appropriate children’s programming. 
Children will be invited to join in the adult 
Shofar Service around noon

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming For families with children in preschool and 
younger

1:00 p.m. Community “Potluck-Plus” 
Luncheon

Registration, potluck contribution and pay-
ment required. The meal begins after the 
service

3:30 p.m. Tashlich At Shaker Lakes. Maps available at services
Tue., Oct. 1 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, Day 2 Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m. 

Tues., Oct. 8 6:30 p.m. Kol Nidre (Erev Yom Kippur) Ratner School. Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

Wed., Oct. 9

9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Yom Kippur Shacharit Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming Age-appropriate children’s programming

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming For families with children in preschool and 
younger

12:45–1:30 p.m. Avodah Service Attendees share brief inspirational experi-
ences that point towards meaning and hope 

1:45 –2:30 p.m. Meditation Mindful Jewish Practice
2:45-3:30 p.m. Social Justice Talk Speaker tbd
3:45– 4:45 p.m. Torah Study

5:00–5:45 p.m. Yizkor Communal mourning of loved ones, anti-Se-
mitic violence and all hatred-driven deaths

5:45-6:00 p.m. Ark ceremony

A brief opportunity for individuals, couples or 
small groups to approach the ark to speak or 
reflect on words of truth and open-hearted-
ness

6:00– 7:00 p.m. Neilah The final service of Yom Kippur and of the 
High Holy Days as a whole

after Neilah Break-the-Fast meal Optional potluck break-the-fast meals in 
members’ homes

Sun., Oct. 13 10:00 a.m. Sukkah building Outside the Ratner School

Mon., Oct. 14 10:30 a.m. Sukkot Service Ratner School

Fri., Oct. 18 5:30 p.m. Sukkot Intergenerational 
Potluck and Party Ratner School. With a special musical guest!

Mon., Oct. 21 10:30 a.m. Shemini Atzeret service Ratner School

7:00 p.m. Simchat Torah Service Ratner School
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BABYSITTING WAIVER , EMERGENCY CONTACT AND MEDICAL PERMISSION FORM

Parent/Guardian Information:

Parent/Guardian Names:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone during the event *:______________________________    Additional phone *:   _____________________________

I will remain in the building while my child is in babysitting (initial here)  _________
*Please keep phone on vibrate so that we may reach you if necessary without disrupting the worship service

Emergency Contact:____________________________________Phone: _________________ Relation to child:  ___________

Child Information:

Child’s Name: _____________________ Age: ____ DOB: __/__/___   Allergies: Yes No   If yes, explain                                                   

Does your child have any medical condition(s) we should know about?  Yes No   If yes, explain                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Any additional information you need us to know?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                           

Child’s Name: _____________________ Age: ____ DOB :__/__/___   Allergies: Yes No  If yes, explain                                                

Does your child have any medical condition(s) we should know about?  Yes No   If yes, explain                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Any additional information you need us to know?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                   

Waiver and Medical Consent:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
I, the undersigned parent/guardian of the child(ren) listed above, agree to release and hold harmless Kol HaLev, its agents, 
employees, volunteers, representatives, officers, and directors (hereafter, “parties”) from any and all claims, injuries and 
any damages arising from injuries in connection with or arising out of my child(ren)’s participation in the babysitting service 
offered by Kol HaLev, including, but not limited to, bodily harm or injury to my child(ren). I further agree to indemnify, save 
and hold Kol HaLev and said parties harmless from any loss, liability, damage or cost that any of the parties may incur out of or 
related to said service.

I hereby grant permission for Kol HaLev and said parties full authority to take whatever actions they deem necessary to protect 
the health and safety of my child(ren) in the event I cannot be reached, or in a situation where time is of the essence, and fully 
release Kol HaLev and said parties from any liability in connection with those decisions. 

I understand that there is a fee for babysitting and that the fee is $10 per child per day, with a maximum of $18 per family per day.

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THIS CONSENT AND WAIVER FORM AND SIGN VOLUNTARILY AND ENTIRELY OF 
MY OWN FREE WILL.

Parent/Guardian Name (please print)                                                                                                                                                     

Parent/Guardian Signature _________                                     ________________________ Date: __/__/___

Business Office: 2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215 University Heights, OH 44118  | (216) 320-1498  | www.kolhalev.net
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  Discover the vibrancy of Reconstructionst Judaism and the

       
 delights of a deeply connected congregational community!

Looking for a truly engaging High Holy Days 
experience? Join Kol HaLev for the High Holy 
Days services not as "ticket holders" but as full 
members of the congregation for the Hebrew 
months of Elul and Tishri (approximately Sep-
tember and October). You’ll meet people and 
be welcomed into the community and to all 
of Kol HaLev’s services, holiday celebrations, 
adult education sessions and social events. 

The cost of a High Holy Days Season Member-
ship for a household ($120) is less than the 
cost of attendance for two at two High Holy 
Days services, but offers much more.  If, after 
enjoying your High Holy Days Season Member-
ship, you choose to join Kol Halev by Dec. 31, 
2019, you can apply the full cost of your High 
Holy Days Season Membership to the cost of 
your annual membership dues.

We look forward to getting to know you and 
sharing this meaningful time with you.  If you 
have questions or need more information, 
please contact us at 216-320-1498 or wel-
come@kolhalev.net.  Or visit our website at 
www.kolhalev.net.

Some of the things included in your High 
Holy Days Membership: 

Admission to all High Holy Days services

Elul Study Sessions, Sundays 9/1 & 9/8 at 7:30 
p.m. exploring Elul traditions and how they 
might help us prepare for the new year.

S'lichot service Sat., Sept. 21

Mon. Sept. 30: Rosh Hashanah Luncheon

Age-appropriate children’s programming 
on Rosh Hashanah Day 1 and Yom Kippur

Tashlich Ceremony on Rosh Hashanah Day 1

Shabbat morning services on Sept. 7, 14, 
21, 28 and Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26

Kabbalat Shabbat & Potluck Friday, Oct. 25

Sukkah building, Sun., Oct. 13

Intergenerational Sukkot Party, Oct. 18

Sukkot service, Mon., Oct. 14

Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah services 
on Mon., Oct. 21

The Sept. and Oct. issues of our Kol HaLev 
Happenings newsletter

Experience the

High Holy Days
Season Membership

High Holy Days
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A curated selection of blessings 
composed by Rabbi Steve

for the thematic aliyot during
 Shabbat morning Torah services.

Introduction by Rabbi Jeffrey Schein

Pearls of Blessing emerged during our 18/25 anniversary year as a way to honor Rabbi 
Steve and reflect back to him our appreciation of the many blessings he has offered us 
over the years.  A group of volunteers selected 18 blessings, one for each year of Rabbi 
Steve’s service; each is paired with the lines from the Torah portion which inspired it. 
Pre-order in Checkout (section 6) on your High Holy Days registration form.

Order one to cherish yourself, and 
share the beauty and wisdom with 

others – it’s a lovely gift for teachers,
 parents, children, and friends.

Price: $18 each

Pre-order on the High Holy Days registration form
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Join in the fun as the community comes together for an intergenerational 
potluck and celebration of Shabbat and Sukkot on 

 

Friday, October 18, 2019 
6 to 8pm 

at the Ratner School 
 

We will nosh, kibbitz, laugh, sing and DANCE in our sukkah with special guests 

Please bring a pot luck dish to 
share with the community.   

The dishes should be vegetarian/
dairy or parve and SHOULD NOT  

CONTAIN NUTS. Please bring 
enough for 8-10 people: 
A-H – salads/side dishes 

I-P – dessert or drink  
Q-Z – main dish 

In keeping with our goal of 
becoming a more sustainable 

community, we encourage 
members to bring their own 

reusable plates, cups, utensils  
and napkins to our potluck 

Come shake the lulav!  Make some art!  
Do tikkun olam!  There will be 

activities for all ages.  Questions?  
Robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498 
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MEET THE
cCLEVELAND

SHINSHINIM!

Join @akiva and the 2019 - 2020 Cleveland
ShinShinim at Mitchell's in Beachwood

 
Two Chances:

Tuesday, September 3 + Tuesday,
September 11, 4 - 6 PM

*first scoop is on us!
www.akivacleveland.org 
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Wed. Sept. 4 7:00-8:30 p.m. Community Dialogue on Security at the Main Branch of the Cleveland 
Heights Library on Lee Rd

Sat., Sept. 7
9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Study. Leader: Rabbi Steve

10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Shabbat morning service at Ratner. Shoftim. Service leader: Rabbi 
Steve. Kiddush host: David Conn

Sun. Sept. 8

12:30 – 1:30pm

Hagiga Family Kickoff with the Shofar Factory! at the Ratner School 
Have a blast making your own shofar while visiting with old friends and 
making some new!   Have a nosh, hear about the new Hagiga theme 
and make a shofar for the Kol HaLev Rosh HaShanah service.  This 
program is free and generously sponsored by a grant from the Jewish 
Education Center of Cleveland.  Please RSVP to Robyn robyn@kolhalev.
net

7:30 – 9:00pm

Elul Study at the home of Leah K in Beachwood. The second of two 
sessions led by  Rabbi Steve two traditional ritual components of the 
month of Elul, the blowing of the shofar and the recitation of Psalm 27, 
and reflecting on how they might help us prepare for the new year.

Mon., Sept. 9 7:30-9:30 Board meeting . Location tbd. Watch the Weekly Update for location 
and agenda. All members welcome

Sat. Sept. 14 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Member-led Shabbat morning service at Ratner. Ki Teitzei; Service 
leader: Jane Kaufman; Kiddush hosts: Elliot Posner & Gillian Weiss

Sun. Sept. 14

10:00 a.m.
Nesiya (our Hebrew and T’fillah program for children) at Beth El-the 
Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

4:40-5:30 p.m.
Program planners meeting with VP of Programming Adina D, for mem-
bers involved with planning programming at the home of Adina D. 

7:00-8:00 p.m.
Kol HaLev Singing Group at the home of Pam M. All members wel-
come. 

Mon. Sept. 16
Deadline for October Newsletter

7:30-9:00 p.m. Religous Practices committee meeting at the home of Barbara E. 

Tue., Sept. 17 7:00-8:30 p.m. Community Dialogue on Security at the South Euclid-Lyndhurst Library 
on Green Rd.

Sat., Sept  21

9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Study. Leader: Happy Wallach

10:30 a.m.-1:00p.m. Shabbat Service at the Ratner School. Ki Tavo. Service leader: Rabbi 
Steve;  Kiddush sponsors needed. Sign up here.

1:15-1:45 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice

8:00-9:30 p.m.
S’lichot Service at the Ratner School. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Service 
leaders: Rabbi Steve and David Conn. Kiddush sponsors needed. Sign 
up here. 

Sun. Sept. 22
10 a.m. Nesiya at Beth El-The Heights Synagogue. 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland 

Heights, OH 44118

2:00 p.m. Intergenerational Apple picking at Eddy’s Fruit Farm,  12079 Caves Rd, 
Chesterland, OH 44026. See flyer on page 22

Thu., Sept. 26 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Book Group at the home of Ann Adamson. See page 7 for more infor-
mation

CALENDAR

mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/kidsignup
http://bit.ly/kidsignup
http://bit.ly/kidsignup
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CALENDAR

Sat. Sept. 28
9:30-10:30 a.m. Mindful Jewish Practice

10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Shabbat Service at the Ratner School. Nitzavim. Service leader: Rabbi 
Steve;  Kiddush sponsors needed. Sign up here. 

Sun., Sept. 29

No Nesiya

8:00-9:30 p.m.
Erev Rosh Hashanah service at the Ratner School. Doors open at 7:30.
Service leaders:  Rabbi Steve and Allen Binstock

Mon., Sept. 30

7:30-8:00 a.m.

Rosh Hodesh Meditation Walk  with Kirby Date. Start the new year 
with a meditative walk in nature with apples and honey. Guarenteed to 
be finished in time for shul.  Note: ew meeting place: The Shaker Na-
ture Center. at the shelter next to the parking lot. Rain or  shine! More 
Information: https://roshchodeshcleveland.blog/

9:30 a.m.-1:30
Rosh Hashanah Service (Day 1) at the Ratner School. Doors open at 
9:00 a.m.-Service leaders: Rabbi Steve and Greg Selker.  Please bring 
your copy of the High Holy Days Mahzor. 

10:30 a.m.

Children’s Programming.  Age-appropriate children’s programming. 
Children will be invited to join in the adult Shofar Service around noon. 
Childcare will be provided from 9:30-10:30 by parent volunteers. More 
information on page 14

11:00 a.m.
Tot/Parent Programming. For families with children in preschool and 
younger. Babysitting (with preregistration and fee) and childcare are 
available before and after this service.  More information on page 14

Approx. 1:30 p.m. Rosh Hashanah Potluck Luncheon. Registration, potluck contribution 
and payment required. The meal begins after the service

3:30 p.m. Tashlich at Shaker Lakes. Maps available at services.

Tues., Oct. 1 9:30-1:30 a.m.
Rosh Hashanah (Day 2) service at the Ratner School.  Service leaders: 
Bill Scher-Marcus and Jane Kaufman

Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community. Please 
email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or content for upcoming 
issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.

http://bit.ly/kidsignup
https://roshchodeshcleveland.blog/

